September 2022 News
Wow! I am so glad to be back at CCTV following my recent
sabbatical! Imagine my excitement upon returning to see
seventeen new church members being presented to our
congregation!
My first month back has been filled with catching up with
our folks, making new friends, reading emails, sermon
preparation, and pastoral care. As we head into the busiest
of seasons for our church there are so many things to look
forward to! There is the upcoming “Voices of Lee” concert,
a church-wide spaghetti supper, and an exciting new study
led by Pastor Shawn on Heresies. Additionally, Pastor Jennifer will be leading a Women’s retreat, entitled, “Shine On”
in the mountains of NC. Finally, we are considering a
CCTV Fall 2023 trip to the Holy Land. I want to personally
invite each of you to attend an interest meeting on
Wednesday evening, September 14th at 6pm.
It is a blessing to be a part of such a busy, vibrant church
family and I pray that you will make an effort to plug-in as
your schedule allows.
See you Sunday!

Pastor Steve

Cultivating believers,
disciples, and servants to
transform
our community and
world for Christ.

Community Church is excited to bring back our Dinner for
Six! Sign-ups will begin on Sunday, September 11 in the
narthex. These dinners hosted in homes are a great way to
connect with other members and new people. The goal is to
meet monthly for three months. They are open to singles
and couples. For more information or to sign-up please call
the church office or visit the table in the narthex on September 11, 18, or 25.

Kindred Spirits
Kindred Spirits: Are you between the ages of 75-105,
interested in enjoying opportunities to experience things
old and new? Monthly activities include day trips to events
like a theater, an apple orchard for fresh apples, visiting
museums and historical sites, river cruising and more.
Each day trip will include lunch and transportation. Costs
will vary according to the activity involved. If you are interested in being a part of this group, please sign up at the
table after the Sunday services on September 11 or call
the church office.

Veterans Plaza Paver Bricks
In order to have paver bricks installed by Veterans Day, we are
accepting applications for them
through Thursday, September 29.
Please stop by the church office
and complete the information
form. Paver bricks are $150 each.

From your Council Chair Back in April’s newsletter I wrote about Pastor Steve’s upcoming sabbatical and our Summer Spectacular calendar
of events. I don’t know about you, but I thoroughly enjoyed the “spectacular” activities including the guest preachers,
the scavenger hunt, the church tour, and scholarship and mission Sundays. During this time, I loved the fact that so
many of you leaned in and made this an exciting time for our church. Thank you for your support of the pastors and
staff and for being a part of all these activities. Let’s continue to bring this energy and enthusiasm to our worship and
service as we move into our next church season.
In His service,
Shauna Oden
Council Chair

On another note…
Pastor Steve’s father, Rev. Dr. Baxter Prevatte, Jr., passed away on August 22, 2022. He served in ministry for 58
years, with 26 of those years at Wendell Baptist Church, Wendell, North Carolina. A Celebration of Life Service will
be held on Saturday, September 10th at 11:00 a.m. at Wendell Baptist Church. If you would like to donate, the family
is requesting donations be made to the Dr. Baxter Prevatte, Jr., Divinity School Endowed Trust Agreement. Donations can be mailed to: Campbell University, PO Box 4050, Buies Creek, NC 27506. Checks can be made payable
to Campbell University and have Baxter Prevatte Jr. Scholarship in the memo line. You will find the complete obituary at https://stricklandfuneral.com/rev-dr-baxter-prevatte-jr/.

Your Neighbor in the Pew - Martha Wilkerson
by Julie A. Best

“You’ve got to have some reason to go to bed at night and to get up in the
morning.” That’s the advice that Martha Wilkerson gave her husband Worth
when he retired. It’s good advice, and it’s wisdom that she embodies herself.
Martha was born into a family of four children in Western North Carolina.
She was in the middle of the pack, and upon graduation from high school,
she went to Greensboro College, which at that time was an all girls school.
After one year there, she attended Brevard College. Brevard was a junior
college, so upon completion of her second year of college, she enrolled at
High Point College, now University. Martha has a great love for that school
and the high standards that it maintains.
Martha graduated from High Point College with a degree in education. Her
first position was teaching second graders in rural North Wilkesboro, NC.
Martha is just a little slip of a lady, and she says when the class picture was
taken for those second graders, the parents couldn’t determine which one
was the teacher!
Martha met Worth Wilkerson when they were both students at Brevard College. When their time at Brevard was up, Worth went west and south to
Tuscaloosa, AL to attend the University of Alabama, and Martha went East
to High Point College. So, it was a long distance relationship and it was the
Post Office that kept them connected. They were married June 18, 1955 in
Hendersonville, NC.
Worth was in journalism, and he worked for newspapers until he was employed by TVA. It was through Worth’s job with TVA
that they found Tellico Village. Worth had researched Cooper Communities, thought that they were a good company, and decided that Tellico Village would be a good place for them. However, the day they were to look at lots, Worth was tied up at work, so
it was Martha who made the connection. It was early on in the development of the community and there were few roads. Martha
and the realtor looked at lots on a four wheeler, and Martha selected a lot. It turned out to be a good selection - she has a beautiful view of the lake. She says, “This view is constantly changing with the seasons. I just love it!” They bought a lot early on, and
moved here in September 1989.
Martha and Worth got involved with the church immediately upon moving here. In 1989, church was meeting at the Rec Center,
and the choir consisted of 5-7 people! Music and art have been important components in Martha’s life for as long as she can
remember. From a very young age, she has been a part of a choir. And, she has always loved color, so art lessons were of interest to her.
Martha says, “Art is not a natural talent gifted to me. It is a technique that I have learned to use.” And, she does a beautiful job
of using her skills. For years, Martha has been the “Sunshine” person for our choir. When there is sickness, death, or any special need, Martha makes a beautiful card for that individual. Martha says, “I look upon my card making as a ministry. I use the
skills and techniques that I have learned to make cards that encourage others. Each card is different, and I make it to ‘fit’ the
person.”
Worth died a few years ago, but Martha continues on. She has a purpose and a meaning for going to bed at night and for getting up in the morning. She has blessed so many folks with the use of her skills and abilities as she share the love of Christ with
others. Thank you, Martha. You are a blessing!

THANK YOU!
Psalm 106:1 (NIV)
“Praise the Lord. Give thanks to
the Lord, for He is good; his love
endures forever.”
I’m so blessed to be able to enter this new school year excited
and less stressed because of
your generosity and love for
God and your community.
Thank you dearly! I pray I make
you all proud. Love,
Addison Stooksbury

Happy Birthday Stephen Ministry
By Jeannine Wolf

This month Stephen Ministry will celebrate 25 years of service to members of our congregation. In that time, 116 members
have been trained as Stephen Ministers. Over 400 care receivers have been served, resulting in 20,000 man-hours. Wow!
That is impressive, but more impressive is that God’s love through Stephen Ministers gave to people who were in need.
Those needs were people facing grief, illnesses, deaths, divorce, financial difficulties, change in lifestyle such as relocation,
retirement and a host of other life difficulties. Stephen Ministers listened, gave support, offered resources and education
through public speakers not only to their care receivers, but to many others in and out of our congregation.
September 18, our congregation will celebrate this milestone. Congratulations to all who have served and been served and
to all those in the future. May God’s work continue through Stephen Ministry.

Our Current Stephen Minister
Leaders
Jan Elliott
Carolyn Page
Jeannine Wolf
Pastor Devin Phillips
Pastor Steve Prevatte

Our First Stephen Minister Leaders
Marilyn Hensley, Peggy Mills, Steve Nash
Marty Singley, Jan Elliott, Mary Tidwell

Dear Friends,
Just a note to say “Congratulations!” to you all for celebrating 25 years of Stephen
Ministry at the Community Church! Who can count the number of lives that have been
blessed through this caring ministry? Our Stephen Ministers and their Leaders have
over the past quarter century done God’s work of coming alongside people who need
a caring Christian friend.
I so well remember sharing with the congregation my belief that a group of trained caregivers could greatly enhance and extend the pastoral care ministry of the church. Jan Elliott, Mary Tidwell and Peggy Mills heard the “call” and stepped forward
to become the original leadership team. Other great leaders have become part of that team over the years. Joining them
have been dozens of ordinary folks who made the commitment to be trained in the art of Christian caregiving and have devoted themselves to this ministry. These Stephen Ministers are truly ministers! Their impact has been so great in our church
that other churches in the area have been inspired to form their own Stephen Ministry teams.
I’m so happy that 25 years later Stephen Ministry continues to thrive at the Community Church. This work is not only a blessing to those who have and are receiving care, but also a great support to the outstanding ministries of Pastors Steve, John,
Devin and Jennifer.
So let’s celebrate our Stephen Ministry and all those who serve and have served over the past 25 years! Thanks be to God the Ultimate Caregiver – who calls ordinary people like us to come and follow!
Rev. Martin Singley, Pastor Emeritus

My life has been overflowing with Psalm 23 as I’ve prepared
for our sermon series. A classic book on the psalm is A
Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23 by W. Phillip Keller. Keller
spent many years as an actual shepherd and offers numerous insights into the psalm. He shares personal stories of
sheep going astray and how he sought after them. Keller
helped me understand at a deeper level the amount of preparation a shepherd does before taking the herd anywhere. His
book made me more grateful we have a God who is our Good Shepherd!
I’ve also been reading The Lord is My Courage by K.J. Ramsey. Ramsey’s memoir walks through Psalm 23 verse by verse
as she unpacks spiritual abuse and religious trauma she experienced while working for a church. Ramsey is a licensed therapist and weaves theological reflection and practical neuroscience throughout her book to better understand the hope and
healing we have in God. This book deals with heavy topics, but instead of been depressing, it makes the goodness of God
more powerfully real. Ramsey has insights into the psalm I haven’t discovered anywhere else. It’s a good read if you are interested in Psalm 23 or healing from trauma.
Finally, for a book club, I read the memoir, Wild by Cheryl Strayed. The book has been made into a movie starring Reese
Witherspoon, but I haven’t seen it yet. At twenty-two Cheryl Strayed’s life is a complete mess. Her mom had died, she briefly
used heroin, and she blew up her first marriage by committing infidelity from the pain of it all. She decided to hike more than a
thousand miles of the Pacific Crest Trail to regain a handle on who she was. I enjoyed Cheryl’s humor and appreciated her
unflinching portrait of her grief over the death of her mom. I thought her grit and determination were incredible. This is a good
read if you want to be inspired or love hiking/memoirs.
Happy Reading!

Jennifer

Devotional Resources
One of the most foundational things we can do for our faith is practice spending time with God on a
regular basis. If you don’t know where to begin, devotionals are a wonderful place to start. You may
not be aware our church provides two resources to help foster your quiet time with God.
The Upper Room – our church has free copies of the devotional book from the Upper Room. It’s a
daily devotional that is published in 33 languages and in 100 countries around the world! You can
find copies at the Welcome Desk in the narthex or call the church office to pick one up.
Weekly Email Devotional – each week one of our pastors writes a devotional for our congregation. If
you would like to receive these please call the church office to be added to the list. You also have
our permission to share them with whoever you feel would benefit from them!
If you have any questions, please contact the church office.
In His dust,

Jennifer

What Everyone Needs to Know
Many thanks to the Congregational Care team and the
Women’s Ministry team for hosting this successful
event! We are so grateful to have learned more about
planning for end-of-life situations. If you need additional
information, please contact our guest speakers directly.
Janie McCullah, Click Funeral Home (865-458-6767)
Loren Plemmons, attorney (865-408-0452).

Two mission partners were recipients of spaghetti and breakfast casseroles Friday, August 19. Facilities Manager, Jeff
McDaniel, noticed that the freezer was failing to maintain the temperature for safe frozen food storage. Kitchen Manager, Lee
Rook, and kitchen volunteer, Caroline Marney, quickly turned a possible loss into a blessed event.
Straightway Ministry founder, Bob Hampton, readily accepted the
offer of multiple pans of frozen casseroles, noting that his wife, Lisa
would be especially appreciative, as she cooks for the staff and
residents.
Straightway Ministry provides an affordable Christian transition
house for men who have been drug and/or alcohol addicted. Men
pay their own way, attend church 3 times a week, attend daily
group meetings, complete 5 bible summaries per week, complete
daily housing chores, and maintain employment. The facility is in
Athens.
Caroline Marney delivered the frozen casseroles to Beauty for Ashes Ministries located in Lenoir City.
Director, Becky Steil, demonstrated her appreciation for the gift of food by taking Caroline on a tour of the
facilities. This faith-based ministry provides 24/7 housing during an 8 to 12-month in-patient program for
women in addiction. Women attend church services, receive mental health services, attend 3 classes
every day including bible, parenting, anger management, re-fit, and much more.
We are so grateful to be able to help these Mission Partners in their ministry and we are thankful that our
freezer is back up and running!

Wishing Well Care and Share Ongoing Collections
Cellphones
Eyeglasses
Hearing Aids
Ink Cartridges

Plastic Caps and Lids
Postage Stamps- canceled (leave 1/4” edge)
Pull Tabs
Toiletry Items (new/any size)
Complete list available at the church website.

Helping Hands with Hygiene Program through the Family Resource Center for Loudon County Schools. New items
include: body wash, bar soap, shampoo and conditioner (or combined), deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, bath
scrubbies, skin lotion, hair styling products.
Your help is appreciated in the following ways:

•

Please put your items in the appropriate basket. They are all labeled. There are 2 larger plastic bins in the open
bin of the Wishing Well for caps and lids.

•

Please only donate the items that are requested.
*There are some 3x5 cards in a stand on the top of the Wishing Well that list all of the collections on one side and
the specifics for the cap and lid collection on the other side. Feel free to take one home with you as a reminder
of what is acceptable.

•

If you bring your items to church in a bag, please sort the items and place them in the appropriate basket.

•

Please only donate the items that are requested.

•

For those people who pick up the donated items for one of the agencies, please try to clear out the basket(s) on
a regular basis. If you are unable to do so, please ask someone to do it in your place.

The Wishing Well Care and Share Collection Area is located under the grand staircase.

Medicine/pill bottles are no longer accepted. Please remove the cap and any paper
and place in our caps and lids recycle bins for “A Bench for Caps” program. Recycle
the bottle in your recycling bin. Thank you.

September Finance News
Next month will we be kicking off the 2023 Stewardship
Campaign. Here are some thoughts to help you prayerfully
consider your pledge:
King David declared “I will not offer burnt offerings to the
Lord my God that which costs me nothing.” (2 Samuel
24:24). David understood that the value of the gift presented to God is determined by its value to the giver.
The greater the gift’s value and significance to the giver, the
greater its worth before the Heavenly Father. The gift that
would touch the heart of God must first touch the life of the
giver! “If it is for my God, my gift must have meaning and
value to me.”
This is defined as “Lifestyle Giving”. A level of giving that
affects me; my plans, my activities, my attitude, and my approach to life. It means giving up something in one area so
that I can give more of myself in spiritual priorities. The
three keys to effectiveness in Lifestyle Giving are:
Reassess lifestyle
Rearrange priorities
Reallocate resources.
Many of us would be amazed at how much more we could
give after going through this process.

Finance Facts

Income
Expenses

Net Income/(Loss)

($

(incl. Mortgage Principal)

I want to thank you for remembering me with the altar flowers. They are beautiful and I will certainly enjoy them. I watch
YouTube every Sunday and I want to thank everyone who
works to make this possible.
Mary Brookshire
Thank you all for the delightful opportunity to preach and
worship with CCTV in a leadership role.
John-Mark Brown
Thanks for the lovely flowers delivered yesterday. Flowers
always have a way of brightening your day and are greatly
appreciated. Thanks again.
Tom & Pat Thomas
Thanks to you for giving our name to the floral team for a
lovely flower arrangement. Gene was very surprised and
happy that he was thought of. We had family here and they
too thought it was a lovely gesture.
Caroline & Gene Risser
Dear Community Church family,

Preliminary July YTD 2022
ACTUAL
$1,125,960
$1,129,275

We want to thank the Tellico Village Community
Church for the gift of the Sunday flowers and
the Ricchios for delivering them to us. They are
much appreciated!
Don & Marilyn Hill

BUDGET
$1,067,677
$1,108,698

3,315) ($ 41,021)

Mortgage Principal Year-To-Date
Mortgage Interest Year-To-Date
Mortgage Balance

$ 142,099
$ 42,471
$2,379,071

Endowment Fund

$ 403,671

2022 Council Voting Members

Greetings to each of you in the name of Christ! I write to
you a heartfelt message of thanks to those who have
reached out to me and my family following my father’s
death. Although we knew it was coming and are saddened
by his death, we know he is in a better place. Dementia is a
cruel disease, that robs one of so many things. However, it
never stole my dad’s love of God and his sweet disposition.
We, as a family, have been overwhelmed by your support
and prayers. From cards, texts, emails, and especially
those wonderful hugs we have been so appreciative of
your love and care during these difficult days. I feel so
grateful to serve such a loving congregation!
Thank you and God bless,

Pastor Steve

Memorial Gifts Remembering...
Shauna Oden
Council Chair

Don Lucas
Treasurer &
Finance Team
Leader

Chuck Martin
Mission Team
Leader

Lynne
MacConnell
Congregational
Care Team
Leader

Anthony Bosworth
Mary Sandel

Fred Roscher
Jerry & Euleta Jeffrey

Andy Ewing
Larry & Linda Stickler

Amy Jo Smith
Alyce Fleishman
Jim & Charlene Barton

Sue Parthen
Dana Mears
Beverly Phillips
Alyce Fleishman

Bonnie
Ingraham
Council
Vice Chair

David Brunson
Corp. Secretary
& Trustee
Team Leader

Judy Heard
Worship &
Music Team
Leader

Nate Rinehart
Larry & Linda Stickler
Cindy Kohl

More About Our Church
General Information
Worship Services at 9:00 & 10:30. Child care is provided for the 10:30 service. The 10:30 worship service is streaming
live every Sunday! Visit our website to watch Sunday’s service live. This allows you to worship with us no matter where
you are!
Want to Explore Membership? Please call the church office for details if you are interested. You may inquire about membership and other spiritual matters.
Televised services are available on YouTube. Find the link at www.tellicochurch.com.
Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/tellicochurch
Pastoral Care: Please contact the church office for you pastoral care needs.

Staff

Senior Pastor Steve Prevatte
Associate Pastor Devin Phillips
Associate Pastor Jennifer Brown
Pastor of Worship and Music John Orr
Pastoral Resident Shawn Klein
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Martin C. Singley, III
Office Manager Pat Ouderkirk
Director of Media Ministries Mark Powell
Financial Assistant Cathy Bradley
Receptionist/Secretary Candy Smith
Facilities Manager Jeff McDaniel
Kitchen Coordinator Lee Rook
Organist Fred Pogue
Accompanist Jane Salmon
Child Care Cynthia McMahan, Brittany Thompson

Spiritual Support
Alcoholics Anonymous
Every Monday at 7 p.m., lower CLC
Women every Friday at 11:30 a.m.,
lower CLC

Parkinson’s Support Group
1st Thursday of month at 1 p.m.,
lower CLC
Marian Smith

Al-Anon
United Methodist Church—Loudon
Every Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Pastoral Counseling
Pastor Steve Prevatte

Caregiver’s Support Group
(Includes Alzheimer’s Support Group)
2nd & 4th Tuesday of month at 1 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall
Lynne MacConnell
Grief Support Group
Bob Kryter or Marce Strickland
Guy to Guy
Chuck Hitch
Hospitalization Support
Call the church office

130 Chota Center, Loudon, TN 37774
General email – mail@tellicochurch.org
Website – tellicochurch.com
Facebook – facebook.com/tellicochurch
Phone – 865.458.1516

Church Calendar
You can see an up to date calendar at our
church website:
tellicochurch.com/events

Church Office is open Monday-Thursday, 9-4
and Friday, 9-noon.
Stay up to date,
LIKE us on Facebook: facebook.com/tellicochurch
Need Prayer? Go to: tellicochurch.com/prayer
Give online at: tellicochurch.com/give

MS Support Group
3rd Tuesday of month at 11 a.m.,
lower CLC
Patricia Garrett

Prayer Chain
Jan Elliott
Prayer Shawls
Knitters & Crocheters
2nd Monday of month at 11 a.m.,
Conference Room
Jan Martin
Stephen Ministry
Jan Elliott
Carolyn Page
Jeannine Wolf
Women’s Cancer Support Group
Last Wednesday of month, 9 a.m.
Spurrier Room
Marcia Kowalski

For more information please
contact the church office at
865-458-1516.

Please help us stay current!

If you have changed your address, phone number,
or email address and have not yet notified the
church office, we request that you do so. Thank
You!

Bus transportation is available

for the 10:30 service from anywhere
in the village. If you wish to ride the
bus, please call the church office by
Thursday of the week you wish to
use the transportation.

