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Sabbatical Revisited
We all know that pastors are on call for their congregations 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We also know that
Pastor Steve has performed over 100 memorial services in addition to his regular pastoral duties since he has
been our pastor. With this in mind, it should be easy to understand why pastors need sabbaticals to renew their
spirits.
Several years ago, our Personnel Team created an ad hoc committee to develop a sabbatical program for the pastors of our church. After much prayer and discernment, the ad hoc committee presented their recommendation to
the Personnel Team and on January 28, 2021, your elected representatives, the Church Council, approved the
Sabbatical Leave policy.
Why did we do this? It is proven that having a sabbatical program helps in sustaining pastoral staff; it encourages
physical and spiritual renewal and well-being of our pastors; it is considered a best practice in church ministry; and
it is an inexpensive benefit that we can provide for our pastors (less than one percent of our personnel budget). In
addition, because the sabbatical includes a time of study, it joins our scholarship program and pastoral resident
program as part of our church’s commitment to being a “teaching church.”
For those of you who are wondering, full-time pastors are eligible for sabbatical after five years of continuous service and every five years thereafter. Pastor Devin was the first to take a sabbatical last year and he came back to
our church with a renewed spirit for his ministry among us. We have the same hope for Pastor Steve.
So, what happens while Pastor Steve is gone? We, as a congregation will be praying for him and will be looking to
renew our spirits, our ministries, and our church life. We are supported by a phenomenal pastoral staff. Pastors
John, Devin, Jennifer, and Shawn will continue to meet the needs of our congregation by leading us in worship,
making pastoral visits, performing memorial services and weddings, and handling day-to-day operations.
Please continue to be in prayer for Pastor Steve and our church during this sabbatical time.

Council Chair

Guest Preacher
Timothy Peoples
One of the gifts of sabbatical is the ability for our church to hear new voices in our pulpit.
This month’s guest preacher is Rev. Timothy Peoples. He currently serves as the Senior
Pastor of Emerywood Baptist Church in High Point, NC.
A native of Jones, Oklahoma, Timothy attended Adrian College where he received his B.A.
in Religious Studies with a focus in Feminist Ethics before earning his Master of Divinity
degree from Yale University’s School of Divinity. Currently, he is pursuing his Doctorate of
Ministry degree at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. Prior to his current role
as Senior Pastor at Emerywood Baptist Church, Timothy served churches in Michigan,
Connecticut, and Texas. When he’s not chasing around his horse-size sheepdogs, Frankie
and Cardozo, you can find him searching for the best pie with his wife Valerie Lott.

I finished No Cure for Being Human by Dr. Kate Bowler earlier this month. Dr. Bowler is a professor at Duke Divinity
School. I never had her as a professor because my first year she was diagnosed with stage IV cancer. She was 35 at
the time and her son Zach had just turned two. Her first book titled Everything Happens for a Reason: And Other Lies
I’ve Loved tells about the early days of her illness and her struggle against cliché explanations. This second book differs as she explores the miracle of her continued existence and pushes back against secular culture’s promise that
we can have it all if we just do fill-in-the-blank-fad. She has a wonderful sense of humor and a deep faith in God. If
you are tired of being told to live your “best life now” this book is for you.
Another book I’ve been reading this month is titled “The Seven Transforming Gifts of Menopause: An Unexpected
Spiritual Journey” by Cheryl Bridges Johns. Dr. Johns holds a PhD from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and
weaves her faith, personal experience, and research she’s done to talk about menopause in a positive way. It’s been
an interesting read because no matter when I have it out-at a coffee shop, in a doctor’s office, at the park,-people
stop and ask me about it. It turns out menopause, while no longer being called a curse, is still an incredibly taboo topic. I’ve found Dr. Johns writing to be encouraging and practical. I’d recommend women read it, especially those who
are or did struggle with this stage in their life. I’ve ordered a copy for our library which should arrive in the next couple
of weeks!
Happy Reading,

Pastor Jennifer

New Members
Mary Alice Cummings comes from an Episcopal faith background. She is a retired registered nurse. Mary Alice lived in Florida for 30 years but as a native of Michigan she’s always
cheered on their football team no matter where she lived! You can find her in our church choir
most Sunday mornings and she stays busy with bridge, knitting, and cooking. Mary Alice lives
in the Coyatee Hills neighborhood.

Sonja Guarino comes from a Presbyterian background but has worked as a secretary at
United Methodist and Episcopalians churches. Sonja was a Weight Watcher lecturer for
more than a decade. She is originally from Vermont but her most recent move was from
North Carolina. Sonja lives at the Premier Residences. She is a Tar Heels basketball fan
and cheers Red Sox baseball.

Frank & Camille Pinto moved from Staten Island, NY. They come from a Roman Catholic faith background. Frank is a retired Bus Driver for New York City and Camille served
for many years as the office manager for an ophthalmologist. In their spare time they
cheer on the New York Jets and work on their model train collection. They live in the
Coyatee Shores neighborhood.

Cheryl Thompson resides in the Mialaquo Coves neighborhood. She relocated to Tellico
Village a year ago from Idaho. She was in accounting most of her professional life. At 62
she went to college for the first time and got her Bachelor and Master of Social Work.
Cheryl loves hiking and spending time with her golden retriever Murphy. Cheryl comes
from a Presbyterian and non-denominational faith background.

Bob & Debbie Wolf relocated from New Braunfels, TX. They come from a Methodist faith
background. Bob is an avid tennis player. Debbie is enjoying her line dancing lessons and
worshipping at the Community Church. They reside in the Toqua Point neighborhood.

Linda Zschiedrich comes from an evangelical Presbyterian faith background. She was
excited to find a home in the Chatuga Point neighborhood of Tellico Village. She moved
here with her brother Bob from Highlands Ranch, Colorado. Linda is active in one of our
church community groups and a fiber artist.

If you would like to join our church family, please
come to Starting Point on May 1, call the church
office, or speak to one of the pastors.

Your Neighbors in the Pew - Marian Smith
by Julie A. Best

Marian Smith is another of our members who has been a part of our church for many years. In
all those years, she has been involved in so many activities. In any given situation, if you were
to say - who will help us, the name of Marian Smith is likely to surface. Those helping hands
started very early in life.
Marian was born and raised on a farm in northern Illinois, near the town of Forreston. She
went to a one-room school from the first through the eighth grades. The school was about a
mile from her home, built on land donated by her grandparents. She walked to school, and met
up with others along the way. Marian says, “In those days, education was rather loose. I was
allowed to grade papers, and help the younger children with their reading.” She became a
helper right from the very start.
She went to high school in the town of Forreston. She was valedictorian of her graduating
class of 25 students. Upon graduation, she went to Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. After two
years, she married and along came five sons. So for many years, she was a full-time mother.
She did complete her degree, taking a few courses at a time, and graduated with a teaching
certificate. At the age of 40, she got her first teaching position.
Marian’s husband, Paul (who is deceased), had a career with Boy Scouts of America. He was
an accountant and taught the Boy Scout accounting system to clubs throughout the country. They lived in Texas, and as Paul
made business trips, he would look for potential retirement communities. He narrowed the search to within 100 miles of Asheville, NC. He thought that the terrain in that region was beautiful, the weather was mild, and that geographical location would get
them both closer to their Illinois and Wisconsin parents. Tellico Village became the community of choice, and they moved here
in 1998.
Right away, Marian became involved with Crafters. Then she joined the Christian Women’s Club of the Village, and taught Bible
studies as a part of that group. When the Neighborhood opened, Marian offered to teach a Bible study there, and continued to
do so up until COVID hit. Marian says, “I loved those people, and I miss them so much.”
Marian was also a teacher for Children’s Sunday School and very active in the Children’s Ministry. She has also helped with the
Kitchen Ministry’s spaghetti supper and other functions.
Then there is Kindred Spirits. Marian coordinated fun experiences for some of our older members who enjoyed taking interesting outings. Marian says, “We started taking those trips, even before the church had a bus.” Now, Marian consults with Patty
DeLawter, who has assumed coordination of that group.
Marian is also a Stephen Minister. She was a member of the fifth class. She serves as the leader of the
Parkinson’s Support Group, and is a co-leader of the Care Givers Support Group. In addition to all of
these activities, Marian is a great friend. She has helped so many folks get through hard times in their
lives. Marian has a big heart that will give, and give, and give some more.
Marian’s five sons have produced 10 grandchildren, and those 10 grandchildren have given her 16 great
grandchildren! What a wonderful family.
Marian, we are so grateful for all that you do for our church. Your
helping hands have been a blessing to so many. Yours is an example that we all should follow - here am I, send me.

Kindred Spirits

Serving

Kindred Spirits

Sunday School

Kitchen Ministry

VBS

Graduate Recognition

Want to brag about your graduate? To honor your special
2022 graduate we will need the following information by
May 15:
• Your name
• Graduate’s name
• Relationship to you
• High School or College Name
(no pre-school thru middle school)
• If college graduate, degree earned
Send your information to:
candy@tellicochurch.org

$8/meal

Cancer, Now What?
By Jeannine Wolf
Your Stephen Ministry Team provides some resources that may be of help to
you. There are many good books in our church library and some are from the
Stephen Ministry Organization. Their newest book is “Cancer, Now What?
This book was written for those who have been diagnosed with cancer or for
their loved ones. Kenneth C. Haugh, the founder of Stephen Ministry, put together a team of 17 individuals which then:
- conducted 173 focus groups;
- interviewed 1,037 cancer survivors, loved ones of those diagnosed with cancer, and medical professionals;
- studied the comments and suggestions of thousands of readers;
- engaged in many in-depth discussions about the best way to make the book simple yet profound, exhaustive
without being exhausting.
This team put over 35,000 hours into this project. The focus groups alone contained over 3,500 people who had experience with 81 different kinds of cancer. These individuals included people who have had cancer; loved ones of
those diagnosed with cancer; medical professionals in oncology and other fields; and some having cancer themselves or whose loved ones had cancer.
The goal of this book is to give a practical guide in helping those with cancer and their loved ones address the medical, emotional, relational, and spiritual challenges that cancer brings. The fact that you can read it from cover to cover
or skip around from chapter to chapter, depending on your needs, is what I love about this book. Its easy, understandable, straight forwardness will answer all your questions or give you the resources to find answers to any concerns you may have. As a former nurse, I believe this is the best book written on cancer to help people facing this
challenge.
You may sign out the book at the church library located in the Puckett building. It is open during regular office hours,
except Monday mornings. Books can also be ordered at www.stephenministries.org.
Jan Elliott: 865-458-6304

Carolyn Page: 865-414-5559

Jeannine Wolf: 423-748-5152

-Church HappeningsPictured Left & Below:
David Brunson painting
our sidewalk edges to
make it safer.

Pictured Above: Kindred Spirits attendees
enjoying the chalk drawings in Knoxville.
For information on their monthly activities
contact Patty DeLawter or Marian Smith.

Mission Partner Spotlight

STAR

SHANGRI-LA THERAPEUTIC ACADEMY OF RIDING
Due to your generous contributions, CCTV is providing financial support to the Shangri-La Therapeutic Academy of Riding – STAR.
Last month your Mission Team was blessed with the opportunity to tour their facility on Hwy 11 in
Lenoir City. We were greeted by Lynn Petr, founder and Executive Director who shared the history,
mission, and programing at STAR. This was followed by an “all access” tour of the impressive facility and grounds.
STAR works with children and adults starting at age four to seniors with physical, mental, and neurological disabilities or those
considered at-risk. They serve individuals from Anderson, Blount, Campbell, Fentress, Knox, Loudon, Jefferson, Monroe,
McMinn, Roane, Sevier, and surrounding counties. The mission of STAR is to foster personal achievement by providing therapeutic experiences using horse related activities for persons with disabilities or other special challenges.
STAR began in 1987 as Lynn Petr’s Therapeutic Recreation Master’s thesis project at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.
The program started with five riders, one horse, three volunteers and one employee (Lynn). In 2002, 63 acres of fantastic pastureland was purchased in Loudon County and the quest began to construct the stable and outdoor arena. Those were completed in 2004 and full operations began that spring. The Education Building was completed in 2007 followed by the Indoor Arena in 2008.
“We’re excited to celebrate 35 years of serving the East Tennessee community,” said STAR executive director Lynn Petr.
“Every day, our participants feel empowered to accomplish more than they thought was possible, and our Knoxville and Lenoir
City communities have stepped up in an incredible way to help us maintain and grow our programming.”
For more information or volunteer opportunities you can contact STAR at 865-988-4711 or www.rideatstar.org.
Chuck Martin
Mission Team Leader

Thank You Community Church
The Crafters cannot thank the church membership enough for your support
for our spring sale. Your baking expertise was unbelievable. We had three 6
foot tables loaded with baked goods and the counter at the kitchen window
was also full. This had to be the largest amount of baked good donated for
the Crafters sale bringing in $1500 alone. We would also like to thank all the
non-Crafters who volunteered their time or treasurers in making this a huge
success.
Our Crafters fall sale is Saturday, November 5th in case you wanted to put it
on your calendar with a note for baked goods.

Thank you so much for your generosity in
giving towards our Easter offering.
Over $54,000 will go to support ministries
that are on the frontlines helping Ukrainian
refugees.
Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers
you recently gave me following their gracing
the sanctuary. They certainly brighten my day.
After a long recuperation from knee surgery
with some other complications, I am finally doing much better. I’ve missed you and hope to
be back at church soon. Thank you for sharing
your love and concern.
Ann Hanson

Wishing Well Care and Share Ongoing Collections
Cellphones
Eyeglasses
Hearing Aids
Ink Cartridges
Pill Bottles ORANGE ONLY,
(clean, with labels removed)

Plastic Caps and Lids
Postage Stamps- canceled (leave 1/4” edge)
Pull Tabs
Toiletry Items (new/any size)
Complete list available at the church website.

Helping Hands with Hygiene Program through the Family Resource Center for Loudon County Schools. New items
include: body wash, bar soap, shampoo and conditioner (or combined), deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, bath
scrubbies, skin lotion, hair styling products.

Your help is appreciated in the following ways:

•

Please put your items in the appropriate basket. They are all labeled. There are 2 larger plastic bins in the open
bin of the Wishing Well. The one on the courtyard side is for medicine bottles. The one on the sanctuary side is
for caps and lids.

•

Please only donate the items that are requested.
*There are some 3x5 cards in a stand on the top of the Wishing Well that list all of the collections on one side and
the specifics for the cap and lid collection on the other side. Feel free to take one home with you as a reminder
of what is acceptable.
*Medicine bottles: Only the orange colored bottles with lids on them are being collected.

•

If you bring your items to church in a bag, please sort the items and place them in the appropriate basket.

•

Please only donate the items that are requested.

•

For those people who pick up the donated items for one of the agencies, please try to clear out the basket(s) on
a regular basis. If you are unable to do so, please ask someone to do it in your place.

The Wishing Well Care and Share Collection Area is located under the grand staircase.

Finance Facts

Preliminary March YTD 2022

Finance News
May 2022
In continuation of last month’s efforts, this month we
will highlight the Infrastructure line item. Infrastructure
makes up 14% of the total budgeted expenses. Below
is a breakdown of these expenses:
Utilities
Electric
Computer Support
Propane
Telephone/Internet
Trash
Water & Sewer
Total Utilities

22.9%
7.8%
2.8%
2.0%
0.7%
0.6%

4.6%

Grounds and Vehicles

6.3%

Total Infrastructure

9.8%
9.4%
8.4%
7.8%
6.6%
4.7%
3.1%
1.4%
1.1%

ACTUAL
$ 539,455
$ 473,397

BUDGET
$ 480,448
$ 475,182

Net Income/(Loss)

$

$

52.3%
100.0%

If you have any further questions please send an
email to accounting@tellicochurch.org.

66,058

5,266

Mortgage Principal Year-To-Date
Mortgage Interest Year-To-Date
Mortgage Balance

$ 68,284
$ 17,185
$2,452,877

Endowment Fund

$ 409,198

Giving to the Budget

36.8%

Media and Computer Equipment

Building Maintenance
Building Maintenance
Major Projects
Liability/Property Insurance
Copier
Custodial Services
Trustee Discretionary
Equipment Maintenance
TVPOA Fees
Elevator
Total Building Maintenance

Income
Expenses

A few months ago, a member brought up the fact we talk a
bunch about stewardship in the fall but then we never really
mention our church budget again. I agreed with them. Talking about our budget can be a bit boring. It’s not as exciting
as a special offering or shopping for an angel tree child.
Giving to a general fund doesn’t always carry the same
level of satisfaction a specific gift does.
Yet, the general budget is what allows us to function as a
community church. Your pledges to the ordinary allow us to
carry out extraordinary ministry. One thing your gift does is
allow our staff to obtain mileage reimbursement at the set
IRS rate (0.585 per mile). This has been especially helpful
this year as we have all experienced high gas prices! Our
pastors drive “all over creation” as we say in the south to
make hospital visits, gather with members in their homes,
and attend retreats and conferences. Combined Pastor
Steve and I drove over 4,000 miles in 2021 and that is low
due to coming out of the pandemic! Your giving enables us
to be the pastoral presence wherever we are needed.
Thank you for your faithful giving!
Pastor Jennifer

2022 Council Voting Members

Memorial Gifts Remembering...
Caroline Burke
Bill & Shauna Oden
Wes & Mary McNeal

Shauna Oden
Council Chair

Don Lucas
Treasurer &
Finance Team
Leader

Chuck Martin
Mission Team
Leader

Lynne
MacConnell
Congregational
Care Team
Leader

Whitey Kellogg
John & Donna Weaver
Tim Kirby
Donald & Katheleen Coppola
Rarity Bay Women’s Club
Mac & Michelle Humphrey
Sue Parthen
Florence Quackenbush
Stowers Mach. Foundation
Rich & Marge Planzo
Bob & Kathy Kutschera

Bonnie
Ingraham
Council
Vice Chair

David Brunson
Corp. Secretary
& Trustee
Team Leader

Judy Heard
Worship &
Music Team
Leader

Larry Williams
Peggy Gustin & Bob Wright

John & Donna Weaver

More About Our Church
General Information
Worship Services at 9:00 & 10:30. Child care is provided for the 10:30 service. The 10:30 worship service is streaming
live every Sunday! Visit our website to watch Sunday’s service live. This allows you to worship with us no matter where
you are!
Want to Explore Membership? Please call the church office for details if you are interested. You may inquire about membership and other spiritual matters.
Televised services are available on YouTube. Find the link at www.tellicochurch.com.
Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/tellicochurch
Pastoral Care: Please contact the church office for you pastoral care needs.

Staff

Senior Pastor Steve Prevatte
Associate Pastor Devin Phillips
Associate Pastor Jennifer Brown
Pastor of Worship and Music John Orr
Pastoral Resident Shawn Klein
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Martin C. Singley, III
Office Manager Pat Ouderkirk
Director of Media Ministries Mark Powell
Financial Assistant Cathy Bradley
Receptionist/Secretary Candy Smith
Facilities Manager Jeff McDaniel
Kitchen Coordinator Nadine Mazienis
Organist Fred Pogue
Accompanist Jane Salmon
Child Care Cynthia McMahan, Brittany Thompson

Spiritual Support
Alcoholics Anonymous
Every Monday at 7 p.m., lower CLC
Women every Friday at 11:30 a.m.,
lower CLC

Parkinson’s Support Group
1st Thursday of month at 1 p.m.,
lower CLC
Marian Smith

Al-Anon
United Methodist Church—Loudon
Every Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Pastoral Counseling
Pastor Steve Prevatte

Caregiver’s Support Group
(Includes Alzheimer’s Support Group)
2nd & 4th Tuesday of month at 1 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall
Lynne MacConnell
Grief Support Group
Bob Kryter or Marce Strickland
Guy to Guy
Chuck Hitch
Hospitalization Support
Call the church office

130 Chota Center, Loudon, TN 37774
General email – mail@tellicochurch.org
Website – tellicochurch.com
Facebook – facebook.com/tellicochurch
Phone – 865.458.1516

Church Calendar
You can see an up to date calendar at our
church website:
tellicochurch.com/events

Church Office is open Monday-Thursday, 9-4
and Friday, 9-noon.
Stay up to date,
LIKE us on Facebook: facebook.com/tellicochurch
Need Prayer? Go to: tellicochurch.com/prayer
Give online at: tellicochurch.com/give

MS Support Group
3rd Tuesday of month at 11 a.m.,
lower CLC
Patricia Garrett

Prayer Chain
Jan Elliott
Prayer Shawls
Knitters & Crocheters
2nd Monday of month at 11 a.m.,
Conference Room
Jan Martin
Stephen Ministry
Jan Elliott
Carolyn Page
Jeannine Wolf
Women’s Cancer Support Group
Last Wednesday of month, 9 a.m.
Spurrier Room
Marcia Kowalski

For more information please
contact the church office at
865-458-1516.

Please help us stay current!

If you have changed your address, phone number,
or email address and have not yet notified the
church office, we request that you do so. Thank
You!

Bus transportation is available

for the 10:30 service from anywhere
in the village. If you wish to ride the
bus, please call the church office by
Thursday of the week you wish to
use the transportation.

